GrrALD C, MANN . \
ATTORMEY GENERAL : . ?1.

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN Ig

Hondradls €. 3, Bvans, President
Southwest Texas State Teachars College e
San Marccs, Texas ¢ \
Dear Siri Opinion No. 0-281 \
Ket The stat 4 nmotor vehicle
purehfasgd by a s%hto teaochers
sollege tudent fees.

your letter.of August 10
followst A '

h m student acti-

vities fees an autongdl the transportation
of students on oortain\gt stie teams, 1I»

We acknowlsdge reoce
1940, which states in pert

this autozodil State potor vehicle in a legal
sense? MMust Lthereée be printed.on the side of
this automobrlle the words pg::ai;bed by the

‘sachers College? Is the
the same legal dasis

Article B8044, Vernon's Annotated Texass Stetutes,
he-governing 8" of the various lnstitutions

ly sums Of money collected at each of said
seve in carrying out the functions of an
educatipna tution, such as funds ocollected from student
feaas of ds. « .« o'

There is 50 basis for assuming that in leaving the
sontrol of these funds solely within the hands of the doard
that the legislature intended that said funds should dbecome
any less state moneys. In fast, Seotion 3 of the same Ar-
ticle requires that separate sosounts shall be kept at the
institution “showing the sources of all sume ocollected, and
the purposes for which expended™, while Section 4 of the Ar-
ticle provides for a dlennial printing of a report showing
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the receipts and disbursements of all funds handled by the
institution. PFinally, in Secticn 8a, the Article says
that:

w¥ * % this law shall be subordinate and
subservient to the bdlennial appropriation bills
for the support of the several institutions
herein mentioned.”

To assume, as we do, that such funds are and re-
main state monsys i3 to say that any property or equipment
purchased with such funds bescomes the property or equipment
of the state and is subjeot to all rules and regulations
which the Legislature may have preacribed for such property
or equipment,

You are respectfully advised, thsrsfore, that it
ia the opinion of thia depertment, that the automodils which
you described as purchased from student fees for the purpose
of transportinz athletic teams is & state owned vehlole in
the legel sense of the word, must be operated according to
the rules and regulations whioh the Leglsglature has prescribad
for the operation of state owned vehicles, and must be marked
in accordance with Artiocls 821 of the Texas Penal Cods, Vernon's
Annotated Criminal 3tatutes,

-FLROVED U8 19, 194C

, 4 Very truly yours
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